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Principal 

 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 
This week NAPLAN results have been 

entered into the MySchool website, allowing 

us to consider how our school has performed 

in comparison with similar and state wide 

schools.  

Once again this year we have recorded 

excellent academic results:  

 Year 3 and 5 students performed 

above students in statistically 

similar schools in reading, spelling 

and numeracy.  

 Year 5 students performed above 

students in other Victorian schools 

in all curriculum areas. 

 Year 5 students received results 

substantially above other Victorian 

students in writing and numeracy.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Students achieved extremely high 

levels of growth between their year 3 

and year 5 NAPLAN. 

These exciting results build upon those of 

2015 and demonstrate a continued focus on 

lifting the achievement of all students across 

the school.  

I would like to thank our students, teachers 

and parents for the achievements we have 

worked together to make happen. Our mission 

at Diggers Rest Primary School is to 

empower students to excel and these results 

certainly demonstrate our continued 

commitment to making this happen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 10 March Feast on Friday  

Monday 13 March Labor day (no school) 

Tuesday 14 March Teeth on Wheels (all week) 

Thursday 16 March Hot Jam Classes (weekly) 

Friday 17 March Feast on Friday 

Saturday 18 March DRPS Choir singing at Sun Fest 
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Give one reason why a chicken is not a reptile?   Because it goes Bok Bok Bok!  

Grade 2/3 
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Prep 2018 
Enrolments are now open for Prep 2018. If 

you are intending to enrol for prep next year, 

please don’t wait until the last minute!  

Once again this year, we are offering families 

unsure about enrolment a service where I will 

come out and discuss concerns in the family 

home. If you know someone who is 

considering schools for 2018 and needs 

further discussion, please encourage them to 

contact the office for an appointment time. 

2016 School Council 

I am very happy to announce that the 

following people have been nominated and 

accepted into the 2017 School Council: 

 Anna Peake 

 Paul Davis 

 Katherine Michell 

 Sheridan Thomas 

They will join Jamie Wyatt, Lisa Stewart, 

Maree Welshe, Sue Lynch and I to form the 

2017 School Council. The next school council 

meeting will be on the 20
th
 of March. At this 

meeting office holders for the council will 

be selected. 

Junior School Leaders 

Congratulations to the following ‘high 

potential’ leaders who will be the Junior 

School Leaders in the first half of 2017. 

 Estella  

 Leo  

 Nicholas  

 Charlotte  

 Kingston  

 Grace  

 Drew  

 Carlo  

 Sophie  

 Zakaria  

 Kush  

 Ava  

Our junior leaders will attend student 

leadership meetings and will be allocated a 

leadership mentor. We look forward to 

working with these wonderful high potential 

leaders and seeing the ideas they will bring to 

our team! 

Parent Code of Conduct 

A copy of the Diggers Rest Primary School 

Parent Code of Conduct has been sent home 

with each child today. This document outlines 

the expected behaviour of our parent cohort, 

also detailing the correct process for the 

resolution of complaints. The document needs 

to be signed and returned to school, 

demonstrating that we are all on the same 

page when it comes to dealing with issues that 

can at times be multi-faceted and complex. If 

you would like to discuss this document, 

please contact the office for any appointment. 

Otherwise, please sign and return it as soon as 

possible. 

Please note that as per the code of conduct, 

parents must approach the school to deal 

with issues between students. Under no 

circumstance should parents directly 

approach students that are not their own in 

relation to issues. 

School Fundraising 

Last year school council elected to dissolve 

our former Parents and Friends Association, 

forming a fundraising subcommittee under 

school council. The decision was made in 

order to ensure that fundraising is managed 

by school council and in line with the 

expectations/standing orders of council. In 

adherence with departmental guidelines, the 

subcommittee will be chaired by a member of 

school council and can be made of school 

councillors and/or community members.   In 

our next newsletter we will be outlining this 

process more clearly. We will also publish the 

names of chair people and the process for 

volunteering. Committee members will be 

responsible for the making of 

recommendations and will also report to 

school council for final decision making. 

I’m sure that there are also a number of 

families who are interested in helping out and 

not able to commit to the formal structures 

outlined above. If you would like to help out 

with fundraising activities throughout the 

year, please pay attention to your newsletter 

and express interest at the office. We are 

always on the lookout for new people!!! Once 

approved by school council, all upcoming 

fundraisers will be advertised via the 

newsletter. 

Canteen News 

Nutritional information in relation to canteen 

products is available upon request. If you 

would like to make an appointment to check 

this information with canteen staff, please 

leave your name at the office and we will 

make the necessary arrangements. 

Unfortunately, due to the high levels of litter, 

we will no longer be selling ‘Glee’ cans 

through the school canteen. Empty ‘Glee’ 

cans have been found in vast quantities across 
the school and have the potential to interfere 

with the machinery we use for general 
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maintenance. Although we understand that 

this will not be a popular decision for the 

children, we have a responsibility to ensure 

that occupational health and safety standards 

are maintained. 

Parents as Partners Literacy Course 
• Do you want to know more about 

approaches for teaching reading? 

• Do you want to learn some of the 

research behind literacy development? 

• Do you want to have an insight into 

the Diggers Rest Primary School literacy 

block? 

• Do you want to be equipped with the 

skills of a parent helper in the classroom? 

If your answer is yes to any of these questions 

than the Diggers Rest Primary School Parents 

as Partners Literacy Course may be for you! 

Over the course of three hours we will 

examine past and present research about 

literacy development. We will look at the 

approaches used in our school and the 

development of these approaches as students 

grow older. Specific strategies, including 

guided reading will be unpacked. Lastly, we 

will consider the expectations for parent 

helpers at Diggers Rest Primary School.  

Participants will not be obliged to help out in 

the classroom. You may just be interested in 

Literacy!  

When: Friday 17
th

 March 

Time: 9:30-12:30* 
*We will also be running an evening session 

early in term two.  

Another busy week as we quickly approach 

the end of term. I hope all families enjoy are 

restful weekend. Please note that there is no 

school on Monday with the Labour Day 

public Holiday. 

Rachelle Hedger 

Principal  

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 

School councils play a key role in Victorian 

government schools. Participating as a school 

council member is a rewarding and 

challenging experience. School council is an 

opportunity to bring together people with a 

variety of skill sets to support the principal in 

providing the best possible educational 

outcomes for students.  

On the 27
th 

of February we will have the last 

meeting of the 2016 School Council. This will 

be an opportunity to tie up matters related to 

the 2016 school year and also a time to 

farewell members of the council whose tenure 

will be completed. It is a time for us to thank 

those members of our school community who 

have given up their time so willingly to 

support Diggers Rest Primary School.  

I would personally like to thank Jamie Wyatt 

for his work as President of the 2016 School 

Council. This thank you also extends to Paul 

Davis (Vice-President/Treasurer) and 

Sheridan Thomas (Secretary) for their support 

and commitment to the council’s ongoing 

function. I would also like to thank the 

outgoing members of school council, Paul 

Davis, Anna Peake and Chantelle Brennan. 

Their commitment extends well beyond 

monthly meetings. They have served our 

school community with diligence and 

integrity, truly representing the ethos and 

values of Diggers Rest Primary School.    

On Friday the 24
th

of February we will 

commence the process to form the 2017 

school council. Nomination forms will be 

available at the office and must be lodged by 

4:00 pm on the 3
rd

 of March.  Interested 

members of our school community are asked 

to ensure they read the information that has 

been provided in this newsletter carefully and 

see me if they have any questions in relation 

to the process or the role. 

Senior Student Leadership Team 

Congratulations to the following students for 

their positions in the student leadership team: 

Tayla Turri & Connor Marks – House 

Captains (McKenzie House) 

Kye Allen & Jessica Mills – House Captains 

(Duncan House) 

Lisa Ryan & Blake Wilkins– House Captains 

(Watson House) 

Dean O’Rourke & Kayla Azidis – House 

Captains (Anderson House) 

Umika Purang – JSC 

William Forster – JSC 

Christian Demian – JSC 

Sarahzette Wozniak – JSC 

Byron Davies-Smith – JSC 

Seth Cornish – JSC 
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Skye Peake – JSC 

Charlotte Carletti – JSC 

Kayla Knez – JSC 

Our senior student leaders will now 

commence meeting and learning how to work 

as a leadership team. They will then be 

invited to apply for the different portfolios 

within the leadership team. This will include 

curriculum, uniform, environment, finance 

and ambassadorship. Junior school leaders 

will also be selected as high potential leaders 

to complete the Diggers Rest Primary School 

Student Leadership Team. 

 

Assembly 

Congratulations to the following students who 

have been selected for our term one Assembly 

team: 

 Jacob (year 2) 

 Kingston (year 2) 

 Kira (year 3) 

 Darcy (year 3) 

 Sarah  (year 4) 

 Charlize (year 4) 

 Abbey (year 4) 

 Lovejeet (year 4) 

 Cheyenne (year 4) 

 Alex (year 4) 

 Skye (year 5) 

 Tayla (year 5) 

Students will meet on a weekly basis with 

Mrs. Thomas and will use ‘Showbie’ to fine 

tune their presentations. We are all very 

excited to see what our team will come up 

with this term!!! 

 

Parents as Partners Literacy Course 

• Do you want to know more about 

approaches for teaching reading? 

• Do you want to learn some of the 

research behind literacy development? 

• Do you want to have an insight into 

the Diggers Rest Primary School literacy 

block? 

• Do you want to be equipped with the 

skills of a parent helper in the classroom? 

If your answer is yes to any of these questions 

than the Diggers Rest Primary School Parents 

as Partners Literacy Course may be for you! 

Over the course of three hours we will 

examine past and present research about 

literacy development. We will look at the 

approaches used in our school and the 

development of these approaches as students 

grow older. Specific strategies, including 

guided reading will be unpacked. Lastly, we 

will consider the expectations for parent 

helpers at Diggers Rest Primary School.  

Participants will not be obliged to help out in 

the classroom. You may just be interested in 

Literacy!  

When: Friday 17
th

 March 

Time: 9:30-12:30* 

*We will also be running an evening session 

early in term two.  

Please note: Although children are the best 

part of a school, there will be no child 

minding facilities at the course so please 

leave your little ones at home. 

Parent /Teacher Interviews 

This year we have replaced the traditional 

‘Getting to Know You BBQ’ with 

Parent/Teacher interviews. We believe this 

will allow a more personal approach with 

parents and teachers having an opportunity to 

discuss classroom routines and the particular 

needs of children as we enter the school 
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year. Parent/Teacher interviews will take place on 

March 1
st
 between 1:00 and 6:00pm. Families have 

had the opportunity to make booking preferences 

online over the last week. Online bookings are now 

closed. If you have missed the online booking cut-off 

date and would like an interview, please contact the 

office, to see if arrangements can be made. 

It is lovely to see the sun shining today – much nicer 

than earlier in the week! Let’s hope we have some 

consistency next week and summer ends on a high 

note! 

 

Rachelle Hedger 

Principal 

 

School Absence 
If your child is away from school due to sickness, 

extended holiday or for any other reason, please 

inform the class teacher or office before 10am. This 

can be done via a written note, through tiqbiz, 

telephone 9740 139 or email on 

diggers.rest.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au. If the school 

has not been informed by 10am, the office may call to 

see if everything is ok. 

 

 

 

 

Late Arrival or Early Departure 
 

If your child is late to school, before going to class 

they must go to the office and sign in. 

 If you are picking your child up early from school, 

please come to the office to sign them out using 

PASSTAB and we will call them to the office. Please 

DO NOT collect them from the classroom. This 

process is to reduce the amount of interruption to the 

class.  
 
 

 

 

 
Book Club 
Book club orders are due by Thursday 16

th
 

March 2017.  

If you are not using the loop system please fill 

in the order 

form and place it in an envelope with the 

CORRECT MONEY.  

Please mark the envelope and order form with 

the  

CHILD’S NAME and  ROOM NUMBER. 

Thank you for your support.  

School Banking. 

 

Diggers Rest Primary School is excited to offer 

the Commonwealth Bank School Banking 

program to all students. 

 

School Banking is a fun, interactive and 

engaging way for young Australians to learn 

about money and develop good savings habits. 

Children who deposit money into their 

Youthsaver account through School Banking 

earn Dollarmites tokens, which they can save up 

and redeem for exciting rewards. 

 

The rewards available during 2017 are: 

 Cyber Handball 

 Colour Change Markers 

 3D Chalk Set 

 Tablet Case 

 Smiley Emoji Keyring 

 Volt Handball 

 Pencil + Tech Case 

 Epic Earphones 

 School Banking is also a great fundraiser 

for our school. Our school receives $5 

when a student makes their first ever 

School Banking deposit and 5% on every 

deposit made through the school (to a 

maximum of $10 per individual deposit). 

School Banking day is Wednesday. Each week 

you need to hand your banking book to the 

offcie by 9am. 

If you are interested in opening a 

Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account for 

your child you can visit 

commbank.com.au/schoolbanking and click 

on the link to open a Youthsaver account 

Direct Deposits into the school 

account  

We have two amounts which have been 

deposited into the school bank account 

for iPad payments. 

No name has been attached so we do not 

know which student these belong to. 

Please contact the school office if you 

think it could be you. 

Please remember for all direct deposits 

to include your name as the reference so 

that we can apply it against your account 
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Previous Pupil of the Week 
Week Beginning 27 February 2017 

 

Mr Sims Jaymee  

 Angelina  
   

Mr Nolan Ty  

 Memphis  

  

Mrs Gordon Matthew  

 Matt  
 

Mrs Benbow Conner  

 Riley  
  

Mr Micallef Layla  

 Claire  

 
Miss De Livera Bella  

 Josh  
 

Mrs Rowe Alana  

 Jason  
  

Principal’s Award Carly  
 

School Crossing Jessica  

Safety Award Charlotte  

 

Sports Award Lisa  

 

 

This Weeks’ Pupil of the Week 
Week Beginning 6 March 2017 

 

Mr Sims William  
    

Mr Nolan Charlotte  

 Skye  

  
Mrs Gordon Abbey  

 Lachlan  

 Cheyenne  
 

Mrs Benbow Lachlan  

 Rameil  
  

Mr Micallef Jet  

 Sylvan  

 

Miss De Livera Amy  

 Jasmine  
 

Mrs Rowe Zachary  

 Charlotte  
  

Principal’s Award  
 

School Crossing  Estella  

Saftey Award Will  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers Wanted: 

If you would like to help with 

school banking please see 

Pamela in the office. 

We would like to say a big 

THANK YOU to the Azidis 

family and Woolworths for 

their fortnightly donation of 

Fruit. Thank also to the 

volunteers who deliver it to our 

classrooms 

Second hand uniform (size 

12) for sale $25 please see the 

office if you are interested  

Donations of old magazines needed 

 

If you have any old magazines you no 

longer want,  

please bring them to the office for our 

preps. 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=DXedpze8&id=9D955C2C2D548962CB4D31F7B12A39E06B4DE864&q=clip+art+thank+you&simid=608014096007040372&selectedIndex=25&adlt=strict
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The below is an example of a lunch order bag that includes all of the correct information on it. 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

When sending a lunch order, the following information must be included 

 Student Name 

 Student Class & teacher 

 Food order, including prices 

 Total cost of food items 

 Total amount enclosed. 

 

A couple of other things to note: 

 If ordering any of the chips/ popcorn make sure to include the chosen flavour. 

 If a lunch order is handed in after 11:00am the student may need to change the food due to cooking times. 

 Every effort is made to give the correct flavour, but at times due to stock issues an alternate/refund will be 

offered. 

 

Any parent wanting further nutritional information, please contact the office.     
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OSH Club News 
 

Program Update 
The theme for this week is be a friend, therefore activities planned are of a mixed blend. Another exciting 

week is coming closer, so what better way to kick off the week with students making a good mate poster. 

Students will design their very own AFL crest, and tell everyone which team they think is best. Other 

exciting activities will see students unearth their creative side, with every student being a friend and 

standing side by side.  With a delectable menu and plenty of choice, students have helped choose what 

we eat by using their voice. Yet again there will be more stars of the week, so feel free to come along to 

assembly and hear our representatives speak. If you have any further questions, please feel free to ask, 

we will by willing to help no matter the task.  

Regards  

 

OshClub 

Next Week’s Menu 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 
Before Care  

Toast, 
Crumpets, 

Cereals, Milk, 
Jam, Vegemite, 

Honey 

Toast, Crumpets, 
Cereals, Milk, 

Jam, Vegemite, 
Honey 

Toast, 
Crumpets, 

Cereals, Milk, 
Jam, Vegemite, 

Honey 

Toast, 
Crumpets, 

Cereals, Milk, 
Jam, Vegemite, 

Honey 

Toast, Crumpets, 
Cereals, Milk, 

Jam, Vegemite, 
Honey 

 
After Care 

Fruit & Veges, 
Dips & Rice 

Cakes 

Fruit & Veges, 
Yoghurt & 

Custard 

Fruit & Veges, 
Biscuits & Cake 

Fruit & Veges, 
Jelly & Fruit 

Fruit & Veges, 
Salad Wraps 

Parent Information 

OSHC program phone: 0436 001 556 

Coordinator: Tanya Balfour 

Assistants: Bridget (Tues & Thurs) & Josh (Mon, Wed & Fri) 

OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000 

All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an 

account online at www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via 

your online account. For on the day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the 

program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.oshclub.com.au/
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Fun at the Australian International Airshow 

On Sunday 5
th

 March James and Aiden went to the Australian International Airshow at 

Avalon. 

 

Whilst there we found a good spot to watch the planes as they performed their flying 

displays, and we spent a few hours having a look at the displays on the ground. We 

were able to try on helmets, climb into helicopters and get into the cockpit to see what it 

is like being a pilot. There was so much to see and do that we were there all day. 

 

James’s favourite part of the day was when the F-16 fighter jet took off and did its 

display. The noise was so loud that the ground shook. The F-16 did a lot of fast fly-by’s 

and spectacular turns before it landed right in front of us. 

 

Aiden liked the aerobatic display performed by the professional stunt pilots in their 

biplanes. They got so close to each other that he thought they would crash. Best of all 

they weren’t as noisy as the jets & he was able to watch the whole display without 

holding his ears. 

 

We had a great time, and plan on going back for another look in 2 years. We 

recommend that if anyone else goes, get there early for a good spot, take something to 

sit on & remember to slip, slop slap!!! 
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The Diggers Rest Junior Football and Netball Club will be hosting an outdoor cinema night  

at the Diggers Rest Reserve on 31
st
 March starting at 5pm. 

 
This event is FREE entry and open to all within our local community! 
 
Please be aware we are asking for all food and drinks to be purchased from our canteen to 
help support our club and there will have lots of fun events prior to the movie! 
 
You will need to BYO chairs or rugs! We respectfully ask for all seating to be kept lower 
than 30cm from ground, to ensure everyone can see the movie. 

Movies being shown are Despicable Me & Daddy's Home – fun for the whole family!!! 
 
Further details and club contacts can be found on our Facebook page under Diggers Rest 
Junior Football Netball Club. 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/drjfc/
https://www.facebook.com/drjfc/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=h0e8pJWA&id=FED524DEA5D0764429CFAF1A919A22A8C64E2A02&q=clip+art+movie+night&simid=607997186713584238&selectedIndex=3&adlt=strict
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