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DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 BOOK PACKS 
  NOW AVAILABLE  

Book packs are now available at the school office.  
Please ensure your child has their book pack with them on the first day of term 1. 

 
 

Principal 

 

Dear Parents, Students and Carers, 

Welcome to the 2017 school year! Term one 
is such an exciting time in the academic 
calendar. We get to welcome new families 
and see our returning students walking into 
school with smiles on their faces. I love 
watching children start to bond with their new 
teachers or reacquaint themselves in a higher 
year level. A lot of time and energy has gone 
into ensuring a smooth transition for all 
students and this has clearly been in evidence 
over the last week and a half.  

This year we have again welcomed a number 
of new families into our school. It has been 
lovely seeing how well our new students have 
settled into their classes, making friends and 
sharing their experiences. Whilst walking 
around the playground, it has been 
remarkable to see how well all of the students 
are coming together – although not so 
remarkable considering it just seems to be the 
Diggers Rest way! Sometimes it can be tricky 

joining a new school community – and not 
just for the children. I know and trust that our 
school values extend across our whole 
community and we will all work together to 
ensure our new families feel part of our 
school team. Please make sure that if you see 
a new face, you go out of your way to say 
hello! 

This year we have had our biggest ever prep 
group joining our school. I know I say it 
every year but this year’s preppies have been 
absolutely outstanding – taking to the rigours 
of prep like ducks to water! At this time of 
year there can be a little bit of uncertainty for 
some students but please rest assured that 
they will all soon find their feet and will walk 
in with big smiles like the rest of our students. 

In 2017 we have also been able to bring some 
new staff into the Diggers Rest community. I 
would like to welcome Mr. Geordy Nolan 
(grade 4/5 teacher), Ms. Merryn de Livera 
(grade prep/1 teacher), Ms. Carly Ritchie 
(specialist teacher), Ms. Laura Swift 

Friday 10 February Feast on Friday begins 
Monday 13 February Yoga begins (forms need to be in by Monday) 
Friday 17 February Feast on Friday 
Monday 20 February Yoga 
Tuesday 28 February Pancake Tuesday 
Wednesday 1 March  1 – 6 Parent Teacher Interviews 
Friday 3 March Conveyancing allowance applications due 
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(education support), Darren Quigley 
(facilities) and Ms. Fiona Cortese (education 
support). We look forward to the strengths 
these educators will bring to our school and 
teaching teams. I would also like to welcome 
Bridget and Josh, who will be supporting the 
outside of school hours care program 
(OSHClub). I know you will join with me in 
making all of our new staff members feel very 
welcome. 

Lastly I would like to extend a very warm 
welcome to our friends from the Diggers Rest 
Kindergarten. Our colleagues will be using 
our multipurpose room to run their program 
during term one whilst building works are 
happening at their facility. There have already 
been many positives in this arrangement 
including the transition of our prep students 
and the sharing of ideas. We are excited about 
the possibilities this arrangement has for all 
parties and look forward to seeing the 
kindergarten families around the school. 

The 2017 school year begins with a great 
many positives on the horizon. Diggers Rest 
Primary School continues to be a school of 
strong academic success, with highly 
committed staff and supportive families. I am 
looking forward to continuing our 
commitment to each individual in our school 
– both academically and socially and the 
continuous improvement of the school’s 
programs. This year we have managed to 
secure funding to make significant 
improvements to the school grounds and this 
has already kicked off with the replacement 
of the fitness track over the holidays. We look 
forward to seeing how these developments 
will contribute to our learning in the future. 
Most of all I look forward to sharing the 
academic year with you all with the unique 
gifts and strengths you all bring to our school 
community. Let’s bring on 2017! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Diggers Rest Primary School 
Be a Learner Be Respectful Be a Friend Be Proud 

Inclusive Schools Fund 

In the last week of the 2016 school year we 
were very excited to discover we had been 
awarded funding as a part of the Victorian 
Government’s Inclusive Schools Fund. After 
an extensive application process, our school 
was awarded $181,500 to create new spaces 
and facilities that emphasise inclusive 
practices. Our project ‘Engaging the Senses at 
Diggers Rest Primary School’ focuses on the 
development of classroom gardens around the 
entire school which aim to engage 
interactivity and sensory stimulation. We look 
forward to this process over the school year as 
the Victorian School Building Authority 
works with our school council to bring the 
project to life! 

Redevelopment of Southern boundary 

This year our school will join with the Avid 
Property Group to redevelop the southern 
boundary of our school. The redevelopment 
will involve the establishment of an alternate 
entrance with direct access to the Bloomdale 
Estate. This will include new fencing, 
landscaping and paths. The storage containers 
will be relocated and the staff car park will be 
extended with an overflow area. We are very 
excited about this new development as it will 
‘open up’ an area of the school that has been 
unusable for some time. Thank you to the 
Buildings and Grounds Sub Committee who 
have spent quite a bit of time working with 
Avid in the planning process. 

 

 

 

iPad Program 

Thank you to our families for your once again 
overwhelming response to our iPad Program. 
Our returned iPads have now been cleaned 
and restored and are now going through the 
process of reimaging for new classrooms. 
New iPads are due to come any day now and 
once they arrive will also being imaged with 
appropriate educational applications in 
preparation for the school year. We 
understand that our excited students would 
like their iPads ‘yesterday’ (our staff are the 
same). However, please be patient as we can 
only work with the stock that is available at 
the time. The processes related to iPad 
preparation commenced in December last 
year. It is a lengthy process and I thank 
Sheridan Thomas and Pamela Wilkins for 
their work over the Christmas break. 

Once preparation of equipment has been 
completed, students who have elected to be a 
part of the program will complete a training 
day to ensure they are ready to care for the 
equipment and are clear about the 
expectations in place for use.  Following 
successful completion of the training session, 
students will move from their ‘L’ plates to ‘P’ 
plates and will start bringing their iPad home.  

When your child brings their iPad home 
please ensure the following: 

 The iPad is kept in a safe space away 
from little hands. 

 The iPad is kept clean. There will be 
consequences in place for students 
who fail to comply with this rule. 

 The charger is kept in a safe place. 
Your child will be asked to return the 
iPad and charger in good condition at 
the end of the year. 

 You alert us to any changes in the 
condition of the iPad or charger. 
Please do not attempt to fix issues or 
replace equipment yourself. This 
renders the lease agreement null and 
void. 
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Parent Teacher Interviews 

After feedback from staff and parents last 
year, we have decided to cancel the ‘Getting 
to Know You BBQ’ that usually takes place 
at the start of the year and replace it with 
Parent/Teacher interviews. This will allow a 
more personal approach with parents and 
teachers getting together to discuss classroom 
routines and the particular needs of children 
as we enter the school year. Parent/Teacher 
interviews will take place on March 1st 
between 1:00 and 6:00pm. Bookings will be 
made online and booking information will be 
sent home next week. Information will also be 
on TiqBiz. 

U-turns 

Please note that there have been changes 
made to the line markings on Plumpton Rd. 
directly in front of the school. There is now a 
continuous dividing centre line along 
Plumpton Road, between Colour and Cradle 
Roads. The continuous dividing centre line 
means that U-turns are no longer permitted. 
Please ensure you are adhering to the traffic 
laws around our school, therefore ensuring a 
safe environment for all students. 

Rachelle Hedger 
Principal 
 
 
 
Tissues 
All children need to bring a box of tissues to 
school at the beginning of the year.  
 
 
 
Book Club 
Book club orders are due by Monday 13th 
February 2017.  
If you are not using the loop system please fill 
in the order 
 form and place it in an envelope with the 
CORRECT MONEY.  
Please mark the envelope and order form with 
the  
CHILD’S NAME and  ROOM NUMBER. 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 

 
TERM DATES FOR 2017 

VICTORIA 
 
Term 1: 31 January to 31 March 
Term 2: 18 April to 30 June 
Term 3: 18 July to 22 September 
Term 4: 9 October to 22 December 
 
Curriculum Days 2017 
The following days have been approved as 
the 2017 curriculum days: 
 

 Monday the 30th of January 

 Monday the 24th of April 

 Monday the 17th of July 

 Monday the 6th of November 

 
Students are not required at school on 
curriculum days. 
 
 
 
School Absence 
If your child is away from school due to 
sickness, extended holiday or for any other 
reason, please inform the class teacher or 
office before 10am. This can be done via a 
written note, through tiqbiz, telephone 9740 
139 or email on 
diggers.rest.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au. If the 
school has not been informed by 10am, the 
office may call to see if everything is ok. 
 

 
Late Arrival or Early Departure 
If your child is late to school, before going to 
class they must go to the office and sign in. 
 If you are picking your child up early from 
school, please come to the office to sign them 
out using PASSTAB and we will call them to 
the office. Please DO NOT collect them from 
the classroom. This new process is to reduce 
the amount of interruption to the class.  
  

mailto:diggers.rest.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

Diggers Rest Primary School 
Be a Learner Be Respectful Be a Friend Be Proud 

 
  



 

Diggers Rest Primary School 
Be a Learner Be Respectful Be a Friend Be Proud 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
2017 HOUSE CAPTAINS 
Congratulations to the following students who 
have been elected by their peers to lead in 2017, 
WATSON Lisa Ryan / Blake Wilkins
MCKENZIE – Tayla Turri/ Connor Marks 
DUNCAN – Jessica Mills/ Kye Allen 
ANDERSON – Kayla Azidis/ Dean O’Rourke 
 
Hi, my name is Kye Allen and if I was elected 
House Captain I would ask for nets at the back 
of the soccer goals, new chains on the 
basketball rings and shelters for the bike racks. 
I want to be a House Captain so that I can help 
and encourage people to try their best. I would 
give up all my lunch recess times just to help the 
teachers and staff. 
Thanks for listening to me today – have a great 
day. 
 
I, Jessica Mills, do solemmly promise, that if I 
get chosen to be the House Captain of Team 
Yellow I will be there for my team no matter 
what. I will encourage my team, together we 
will learn.  
We will be Friendly, we will be Proud, we will 
be the Best Team EVER! 
I will be a friend to my team, we will work hard. 
We will achieve our goals and accomplish our 
dreams and together, we will UNITE. 
So choose me and together, we will make team 
Yellow the BEST team. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pupil of the Week 
Week Beginning 6th February 2017 

 
Mr Sims Alex  
 Umi  
  
Mr Nolan Aditya  
 Nikki  
   
Mrs Gordon Zakaria  
 Charlize  
  
Mrs Benbow James  
 Carlo  
  
Mr Micallef Jacob  
 Rebel  
 
Miss de Livera Simon  
 Charlotte  
 
Mrs Rowe Special Award 
  
 
Principal’s Award Charlotte  
  
 
Sports Award Drew  
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Conveyance Allowance   
In some locations, eligible students are unable to access free school buses. These students may 
receive a conveyance allowance to assist with travel costs.  
The conveyance allowance helps cover the costs resulting from any transport gaps between the public 
transport system and the school bus network, or where multiple transport services are required to get 
to and from school. The allowance can be applied to the use of public transport, private cars, private 
buses and taxis.  
To be eligible to receive a conveyance allowance, a student must: 
• must be school age (between 5-18 years) 
• live more than 4.8 km by the shortest practicable route from the nearest school attended. 
• be enrolled at the nearest government primary or secondary school, or at the nearest appropriate 

registered non-government school. 
• reside outside Melbourne’s metropolitan conveyance boundary 
Application forms are available at the office and must be completed by Friday 3 March 2017.

 
School Banking. 
 
Diggers Rest Primary School is excited to offer 
the Commonwealth Bank School Banking 
program to all students. 
 
School Banking is a fun, interactive and 
engaging way for young Australians to learn 
about money and develop good savings habits. 
Children who deposit money into their 
Youthsaver account through School Banking 
earn Dollarmites tokens, which they can save up 
and redeem for exciting rewards. 
 
The rewards available during 2017 are: 

 Cyber Handball 
 Colour Change Markers 
 3D Chalk Set 
 Tablet Case 
 Smiley Emoji Keyring 

 Volt Handball 
 Pencil + Tech Case 
 Epic Earphones 

School Banking is also a great fundraiser for our 
school. Our school receives $5 when a student 
makes their first ever School Banking deposit 
and 5% on every deposit made through the 
school (to a maximum of $10 per individual 
deposit). 
 
School Banking day is Wednesday. Each week 
you need to hand your banking book to the 
offcie by 9am. 
 

If you are interested in opening a 
Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account for 

your child you can visit 
commbank.com.au/schoolbanking and click 

on the link to open a Youthsaver account. 
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 Programs running Term 1, 2017 at Diggers Rest are: 
 -10.30am 
 -3.00pm 
 -1.00pm (delivered by Diabetes Victoria) 
 Feb from 6.30pm (Bloomedale park on Pepper cress St) 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 y Arthritis Victoria on Arthritis, management and MOVE muscle, bone & joint health programs on Friday 24 February 

7.00pm at Diggers Rest Community Hall 
 
For enrolment into any of the above programs please feel free to contact me through email on Inderdeept@melton.vic.gov.au or 
call 04 39 327 716. 

 
 

 
 

Sons of the West a FREE men’s health program run by the Western Bulldogs Football Club, kicks off in Sunbury on Thursday, 
16 February. 

The preseason will focus on your physical health. You can join the program at any time – simply come down on a Thursday 
evening and we will take care of the rest. 

When: Every Thursday from 16 February to 20 April (10 weeks) 

Time: 7 – 8.30 pm 

Where: Goonawarra Primary School, 3–6 Gullane Drive, Sunbury 

Who for: Males living in Sunbury and surrounding suburbs 

What to bring: A water bottle and comfortable clothes to exercise in 

For more information contact Sunbury Community Health, Adam 9744 4455 or contact Sons of the West, website: 
www.sonsofthewest.org.au | e-mail: info@sonsofthewest.org.au | phone: 9680 6355 

  

https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=yUuMajrMepsnlYOQTLcUxyBk3zHylVHp0aXNzQRfgDkyi6rDe1DUCA..&URL=mailto%3aInderdeept%40melton.vic.gov.au
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=JF-DzIeQr2rqjEZ-zVIl2f4XKSRkzsXmABxKHwgFDpLynTkGfVDUCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.sonsofthewest.org.au%2f
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=Xjn5BwJ0NgGGCVqeS_ByvtnBJSJ1c-njochnnMAJ7fvynTkGfVDUCA..&URL=mailto%3ainfo%40sonsofthewest.org.au
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A safe habit: using the ‘safety 

door’ 
Insist your children get in and out of 
the car safely by using the safety door 
(rear kerbside door).  This will keep 
them away from the traffic flow. 
ROAD SAFETY AROUND SCHOOLS BEGINS 

WITH YOU! 
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Diggers Rest 
Town Garage Sale 

 

Send Your Registration In By 
17th February 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  A town garage sale aims to hold many garage sales in the same 
township on the same day, to attract many customers. 

 Town Garage Sale: Saturday, 25 February 2017, 8:00 am 
 

Have Questions? 
then call Rob on 0412 409 884 

 
Registration forms and fees must be returned to 

Lions Club of Diggers Rest  
P.O. Box 34, Diggers Rest, Vic 3427 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
  

Contact Name *         
Phone Number *     
Email address *      
Time of your sale 
(e.g. 8.00am to 2.00pm) 

 

Address of Garage Sale  
 

Feature sale items 
 

Be as specific as possible 
(E.g. Refrigerator in good order) 

 
 

                       *  Not used for public information  

Registration: $10.00 
Every registered garage sale will receive a vendor pack and be listed in the town garage sale map (available on the day) 

 

          Profits from the event will be donated to the Royal Children’s Hospital 
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