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DATES TO REMEMBER:  
Friday  October 9 Breakfast Club 8.15 -8.45am 

Billy Cart Derby ï 2pm 

Thursday October 15 Visit from Diggers Rest Pre-school 

Friday  October 16 Grandparentsô Day for Prep to Grade 3 1.45 ï 3.15pm 

Monday October 19 Swimming program begins 

Thursday October 22 Health & Wellbeing Expo 3 ï 7pm 

Focus for the Month: Consideration 
 

Welcome Back for Term 4 
Another term is underway at Diggers Rest 

Primary School. Our Integrated unit for the  

term is Healthy Me. The highlight will be the 

Health and Wellbeing Expo which will take 

place at the school on Thursday October 22
nd

 

from 3pm ï 7pm with Tom Hafey as the 

keynote guest. Further details appear later in 

the newsletter. 

A new initiative this term is the Breakfast 

Club which starts tomorrow morning at 

8.15am and runs until December 4
th
. Parents 

and children are most welcome and there is 

no charge for this healthy breakfast. 

We also have two of our annual favourites 

coming up with the Billy Cart  Derby being 

held tomorrow and Grandparentsô Day  next 

Friday afternoon. 

The two week intensive swimming program 

begins on October 19
th
 at Sunbury Aquatic 

Centre. The Life Eduction Van will visit in 

early November also as a part of the Healthy 

Me unit. 

The Active After School Communities 

program continues this term on Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays with Tennis and Athletics on 

the agenda. 

It wonôt be long until Christmas and our 

annual Community Carols Night which will 

be held on Thursday December 10
th
. 

So we have another busy term ahead. 

 

House Spelling Challenge 
In the last week of term we held a house 

spelling challenge.  All houses did very well 

and the points were very close.  The final 

results were:- 

 

Yellow  80.41 

Red  76.65 

Green  72.09 

Blue  68.10 

Congratulations to Duncan House on their 

win! 

 

Billy -Cart Derby 2pm Tomorrow 
This yearôs fabulous Billy-Cart Derby will be 

held on Friday afternoon, October 8
th
.  There 

will be trophies for both girls and boys for 

the following categories: 

Prep, Gr 1/2, Gr 3/4, Gr 5/6 

Each year we have a tremendous number 

of entries and Iôm sure it will be the same 

this year.  Remember you donôt have to 

have a big flash cart to win or even 

participate.   

To enhance the day children are encouraged 

to bring along skateboards, roller skates 

scooters, but no bikes to ride around the 

fitness track at lunchtime. 

Parents are encouraged to attend this annual 

event.  

The Billy Cart Derby will start at 2pm. 

 

National School Pride Funding 
As you may be aware the school received 

$75,000 through the Federal Governmentôs 

National School Pride funding program. 

Some of the funding has recently been spent 

on:  

¶ replacing shadesails 

¶ bollards in the bus lane 

¶ fencing the water tanks 

¶ carpeting and painting the 

administration building 

Depending on how far the money can be 

stretched further projects could include: 

¶ upgrading the toilets 

¶ landscaping 

¶ imaginative play equipment 

¶ blinds 

¶ shadecloth for the Spida equipment 

¶ seating in the yard 

 

Work to refurbish the classrooms areas will 

be funded through the Primary Schools of 
the 21

st
 Century grant.  

Tenders for this work will be called for soon. 

mailto:diggers.rest.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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English Online Interview 
The Department of Education and Early 

Childhood Development requires all primary 

schools to implement the English Online 

Interview with all children from Grade Prep 

to Grade 2. The interviews will begin on 

Monday October 12 and must be completed 

by November 6. The interview is conducted 

by the classroom teacher and will take up to 

60 minutes per child. It will cover areas such 

as reading, writing, spelling, speaking and 

listening. 

In order to conduct these interviews Mrs 

Gordon and Mrs Rowe will have to be 

released from their classroom duties to 

conduct the interviews with their children. 

The interviews should provide significant 

information as to the childrenôs progress 

which will later be reported back to parents. 

However, the school is responsible for the 

significant costs associated with conducting 

the interviews. 
 

2009 Swimming Program 
Just a reminder that the Sunbury Aquatic 

Centre swimming program starts on Monday 

October 19
th
 and will continue for the ten 

school days. Children will need to wear their 

bathers underneath their clothes and bring 

clean underwear, towel (goggles/ear plugs if 

needed), comb etc. in a sturdy bag.  Please 

do not use a plastic bag as these tend to tear.  

A green material supermarket bag is ideal as 

it is much sturdier.   

Payment for the program needs to be 

finalised by Monday October 12
th

.   
Please contact me if there are any concerns. 

Sue Lynch  

P.E. Teacher 
 

 
 

End of Year Activity dates 
Early notification of dates of special events 

at the end of the school year. 

 

Monday Dec 7
th
  

Grade 6 Graduation  
 

Thursday Dec 10
th
  

Community Carols Night 
 

Friday Dec 18
th
   

School Picnic at Sunbury Aquatic Centre 

(last day of school) 

Prep 2010 Enrolment 
The school is currently taking enrolments for 

2010. As the number of student enrolments 

determines staffing and classroom spaces, it 

is vital we establish student numbers for the 

coming year as early as possible.   

We encourage you to inform neighbours and 

relatives interested in enrolling to contact the 

school as soon as possible.  The very best 

publicity our school can receive is to have 

parents from our school being school 

ambassadors and promoting our school in the 

local community. When enrolling a child, 

please bring proof of age (eg: Birth 

Certificate) and a School Immunisation 

Certificate (available from the Australian 

Childhood Immunisation Register ï Free 

Call 1800 653 809). 

Enrolment forms are available from the 

school office. 

 

Any families who missed the previous 

Open Mornings and wish to have a tour of 

the school can arrange a personal tour of 

the school with the principal by calling the 

school on 9740 1391. This will provide 

another wonderful opportunity to present 

the benefits of our school to your child.  
 

 

Parentôs Club News 
 

Cadbury Factory Shop 

Just a reminder that on Tuesday the 20
th
 

October at 11am Parentôs Club will be 

visiting the Cadbury Factory shop in 

Ringwood.  There are still a few places 

available if anyone is interested in attending 

ï this is a great opportunity to get some early 

Christmas Gifts at bargain prices.  Contact 

Tracy on 0400 386 344 for further details. 

 

School Assembly 
Regular assembly will take place each 

Monday morning in the multi-purpose room 

at 9.00am.  

These assemblies will include: news items of 

interest, forthcoming events, pupil of the 

week, sport reports, assembly items and 

value of the week. 

Parents/carers are most welcome to attend 

each Monday. Parents with prams are asked 

to use the side entrance to avoid congestion. 

The next school assembly will be on Monday 

12
th
 October. 
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Introduction of the Victorian 

Student Number (VSN) 
Our school is working with the Department 

of Education and Early Childhood 

Development to allocate a Victorian Student 

Number (VSN) to each student at the school.  

The VSN is a student identification number 

that is being assigned to all students in 

government and non-government schools, 

and students in Vocational Education and 

Training Institutions. The number, which is 

unique to each student, will be used as a key 

identifier on a studentôs school records, and 

will remain with the student throughout his 

or her education, until reaching the age of 25. 

The VSN is nine digits long, randomly 

assigned, and tied to stable information about 

the student (name, gender, date of birth).  

The introduction of the Victorian Student 

Number will provide the capability to 

accurately detect patterns of student 

movement through, and departure from, the 

Victorian education and training system. It 

will greatly improve the collection and 

analysis of timely and accurate data about 

education in Victoria. The Department 

collects information to track improvements 

made to the education system, identify areas 

that require further improvement, and to 

analyse trends and identify future needs. The 

VSN will improve the accuracy, reliability 

and completeness of this information, 

providing a better basis for assessing needs 

and developing policies to meet them.  

You will see the VSN appear on student 

report cards, enrolment confirmations, and 

exit confirmations.  

If you want to know more about the VSN 

please see 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/managem

ent/governance/vsn/overview.htm  

 

Active After School Communities 

Program 
The Active After School Communities 

Program will recommence on Tuesday 20
th
 

October.  

The program for this term: 

Tuesdays   Tennis 

Wednesdays Athletics 

Registration forms are now available from 

the school office.  

Participants must register each term. 

 

 

 

 

Snake Season   
It is timely to be aware of snakes at this time 

of year given the semi-rural location of 

Diggers Rest.  

Snakes are wild animals and they are 

protected under the Wildlife Act 1975.  

Although snakes usually avoid people they 

will strike if they are disturbed or threatened.  

Most cases of snake bite occur when people 

try to kill or catch snakes. Teachers will  

discuss keeping away from the school 

boundaries with their grades. Please discuss 

the need to avoid areas that snakes are likely 

to inhabit such as long grass, vacant 

paddocks, waterways and piles of wood and 

building materials with your children.  It is 

also important to stress the need to remain 

still until the snake leaves the area and to 

alert an adult about the location of the snake. 

 

School Hats  
Just a reminder that all children are 

required to wear the schoolôs broad 

brimmed school hat during recess, 

lunch and outdoor activities such as Physical 

Education during Term 4.  Children without 

their school hats will be required to remain 

undercover. 

Hats can be purchased from the school office 

at a cost of $5. 

 

 

Pupil of The Week 
 

Mrs Benbow Brayden Fraser 

 Christopher Lawton  
  

Miss Bourke Blake Ayres  

 Jordan Allen 
 

Mr Sims Amanda Mennillo 

 Damian Schultze 
 

Mrs Rowe Nasi Lakornsri 

 Cairo Weston 
  

Mrs Gordon Christopher Gurmai  

 Stephen Finn 
 

School Crossing Cassidy Mihalenko 

Safety Award Christopher Samaglaski 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/
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IN YOUR SHOES! IN YOUR SHOES! 

IN YOUR SHOES! IN YOUR SHOES! 
The students of the Junior School Council 

recently decided that they wanted to help the 

disadvantaged by starting the ñI

ò program at our school.  

This program is quite simple- we need your 

old shoes!  
The ñIn Your Shoesò program is an 

unwanted footwear collection program which 

aims to divert reusable shoes from landfill. 

Collected shoes are then redistributed to 

local charities and international communities 

so that disadvantaged people might benefit. 

Just send all unwanted but clean, wearable 

footwear to Room 1. Be sure to pair them up 

together by their laces or with rubber bands. 

All types and sizes are welcome! 

Thank you once again for your support. 

Mrs B & the JSC 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Fantastic Friends &  

Productive Classrooms  

 

Consideration 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Consideration means being thoughtful 

about others. 
 

Things you could do this month 

areé 
 

¶ Hold the door open and let someone else go 

first. 

¶ Be nice to your family, teachers and friends 

and consider their feelings before you do or 

say something. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

FREE fun program for kids to become 

fitter, healthier and happier!  
Do you have children 7 to 13 years old? 

Are you worried they might be unhealthy or 

even overweight? 

Then call us on 9744 4455 and join MEND! 

The MEND Program gets kids healthy and 

fit in only 10 weeks - and helps them stay 

that way! 

Find out about other children having fun on 

the MEND Program 

www.mndprogramme.org 

 

 
 

Places on the program are limited so ring today 

and make sure you donôt miss out. 

Call to see whether your child qualifies and to 

more details on how to register. 

 

Where:  Sunbury Community Health Centre 

Dates:  Commencing Tues. 6
th
 Oct 2009 

Times:  4.30pm ï 6:30pm 

 

Arrival Time at School 
School lessons begin at 9am each day. 

Children should aim to arrive at school 10 

minutes earlier to be organised for a 9 

oôclock start. 

Whilst we encourage children to arrive on 

time, children should not be left at school too 

early either. 

The yard and classrooms are supervised from 

8.50am. 

The start of the day is an important time for 

all students to be present, as the roll is 

marked and activities for the session are 

explained. Latecomers require this process to 

be repeated causing an inconvenience for the 

whole class. 

 

Attendance at school 
The Education Act requires that every child 

of school age attend school unless there is a 

reasonable excuse for the childôs non-

attendance. 

The school requires that parents or guardians 

provide an explanation of each absence, 

preferably written. 

It is vital that children attend school 

regularly in order to further their education. 

If your child is absent please provide a 
written note on the day your child returns to 

school. 

http://www.mendprogramme.org/

